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Germany 2020 – Fluid Flair 

Dorothee Zilliken summed it up best when she said that “the 2020 vintage is like opening the window in the morning 

during a long hot summer and breathing in the cool, fresh air”. Absolutely. But for us more perfunctory tasters, we relied 

on descriptors such as “irresistible”, “beautifully-weighted” and “charming” with almost tedious repetition in our 2020 

tastings this year. Having now acquainted ourselves with the new releases from Germany’s greatest estates, We felt that 

the peaks of the vintage were found amongst the graceful Kabinetts, refined lacy Spätlesen, and superlative Trocken and 

Grosses Gewächs.  

We were thrilled to learn that the 2020 Rieslings by-and-large share a sense of lift and poise that is totally at odds with 

notion of 2020 as just another hot year. If they are perhaps not as profound, nor as concentrated, as the 2018s or 2019s, 

then the 2020s make up for that in detail, fluidity and flair. For it’s important to note that while 2020 was indeed a warm 

year and the driest of the three recent vintages, it was cooler overall than 2018 and saw fewer extreme heat spikes than 

2019. The wines’ relative lightness means that they have a more justifiable claim to classicism, and we’d go as far to say 

that we encountered several wines that were more stirring and more beautiful than ever before. I only hope our notes do 

them justice. 

The best 2020s marry the open-knit personality of a warm summer with the vibrancy and precision of a cool harvest. 

Analyses show that alcohols are on average half a degree lower in 2020 across Germany than in the previous two years, 

and acidity levels sit in the middle – a harmonious, hugely attractive balance that Andreas Spreitzer cites as typical of the 

“modern Germany”. 

So how did producers arrive at this friendly equilibrium? Well, despite some mildew pressure early in the season, both 

budbreak and flowering were early and broadly successful. Conditions remained dry and warm from then on, until the 

weather turned in September, bringing with it cooler temperatures and intermittent rains. Where this would normally 

send producers into a state of frenzy, the drought-like conditions to that point meant sugar accumulation had been slow 

(unlike the previous two years), and Thomas Haag explained that late rains helped to “open up the roots and give energy 

to the vineyards.” Most estates in the Mosel, Saar, Ruwer and Nahe were able to start or resume the harvest after the 

rains had passed and make high quality selections in the vineyards. The downside is that rain that close to the harvest 

generally impedes the growth of noble botrytis and resulted in sugar concentrations perfectly suited to fine Kabinett, 

Spätlese and Trocken styles. The few Auslesen and Goldkapsels that have been produced are likely to be highly sought 

after. 

In the Rheinhessen, Carolin Spanier-Gillot was pleased to inform us that they saw enough water and cool nights through 

the summer, save for three or four “tropical evenings”, to consider 2020 a really well-balanced, even vintage with no 

major issues to report. In the Rheingau, Andreas Spreitzer cites a high preponderance of old vines and deeper, water 

retaining soils as key factors in their wines’ smooth balance and lively intensity. Harvest at both estates was largely 

unaffected by rain. 

If the ultimate goal is to produce highly refined, terroir-transparent Rieslings, then 2020 must be considered a success. The 

wines are animated and fluid and will seduce even the most seasoned Riesling collectors with their levity, precision and 

balance. That they hail from some of the most labour-intensive vineyards in the world, can age for decades, and continue 

to be offered at prices deemed unconscionable in other leading wine regions is a pretty major bonus. 

 

Mark Dearing 

Justerini & Brooks, September 2021 
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Forstmeister Geltz-Zilliken 

 
The ever-smiling Dorothee Zilliken greeted us over Zoom this year and was quick to point out that while it made her 
sad not to have been able to produce anything higher than Spätlese, nor any GGs, in 2020, she was delighted to 
have been able to make the two Rausch cuvees that we present here. “If nature doesn’t present the options, you 
have to accept what it gives you”. As it happens, the Zillikens were relieved that they’d taken the decision to start 
their harvest earlier than normal: the earliest on record in fact. After a rapid start to the season and a warm dry 
summer, the vintage was always on track to be a precocious one. Then the weather cooled in September. Perhaps it 
was intuition or something more, but their normal tendency to wait, leaving bunches to develop botrytis in the hope 
of bottling the highest Pradikat levels was overridden by the decision to bring in all that was good, healthy and ripe 
at the earliest possible opportunity. At the end of October, around six weeks after starting the harvest, they pulled 
the last grapes out of the Rausch vineyard– grapes that have produced two shimmering, juicy wines that are 
surprisingly delicate and cool-fruited given the warm dry summer. There’s a cool sweet freshness to these Rausch 
releases that should offer pleasure from the word go. As Dorothee summed up, “the 2020 vintage is for me like 
opening the window in the morning during a long hot summer and breathing in the cool fresh air”. Hard to argue 
with that. 
    

2020 Saarburger Rausch, Riesling, Kabinett, Zilliken 
“Expressive, typically Saar in style, fresh but not too crispy” was how 
Dorothee described the Rausch Kabinett. A very fine nose shows off 
green fruits and delicate herbs, lemon thyme perhaps, mint certainly. 
Given the early harvest this is precise and very clear, light and luminous, 
but also juicy across the palate. It’s not overly crispy, in fact the acids 
are ripe and lovely and make for really quite an inviting Kabinett this 
early stage. Fermented and aged in traditional fuders and bottled at 
60g/l residual sugar.  
   

6x75cl 
 

£90.00 
 
 

2020 Saarburger Rausch, Riesling, Spätlese, Zilliken  
The Rausch Spätlese shows a more pronounced thyme note but also 
much more in the yellow fruit and tropical line – stone fruits, peach and 
then mango and passionfruit. There’s no botrytis in this at all but plenty 
of extra flesh and creaminess– a wash of ripe fruit that commands the 
long, brightly sustained finish.  

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 

£130.00 
£150.00 
 

 

“The 2020 vintage is for me like 

opening the window in the morning 

during a long hot summer and 

breathing in the cool fresh air”. 

 

Dorothee Zilliken 
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Maximin Grünhaus 

 
Maximin Von Schubert was in good spirits when he ran us through the 2020 collection. In his view, 2020 is an 
elegant, true and harmonious vintage that perfectly suits the Grünhaus style. After a perfect budbreak and 
flowering period, summer was hot and dry with enough water in the soils to ensure steady ripening, aided by the 
cooling influence of the estate’s surrounding forests. Anticipating another warm, early harvest like 2018 and 2019, 
they made their usual pre-harvest selections and picked all the reds and a few young vine Riesling plots with great 
satisfaction before the rains arrived. An ensuing twelve days of rain in late September meant they had to adapt 
and work quickly to de-leaf and improve air flow through the vineyards. Swelling grapes meant gradually 
decreasing must weights, as the grapes shed much of their “hot summer” concentration and took on more juice. 
Conditions stabilised in October, and they harvested over a further three weeks in warm, dry conditions but 
ultimately the rain clipped their Pradikat harvest at Spätlese level. If all this sounds a bit gloomy, then we retort 
with confidence in saying that for all the harvest challenges the Grünhaus 2020s are positively brimming with 
energy and happiness: the range overall certainly one of the most attractive and delightful we tasted this year. 
Low alcohols, traditional off-dry levels of residual sugar and fine, succulent fruits, superlative dry wines, ripe but 
moreish acidities; 2020 balances the clear-cut, calm, noble fruits of a warm summer with the minerality, ethereal 
delicacy and vibrancy of a cool harvest. Maximin sees parallels with 2016 in profile, but the 2020s have at this 
point softer, better integrated acidities and more up-front charm. Those seeking delicious, terroir-transparent, 
traditionally-styled Mosel Riesling need look no further than this stunning array of wines. 
    

2020 Maximin Grünhauser, Schloss Riesling, Trocken 
Formerly “Monopol”, the Schloss Riesling Trocken is designed to be a 
“very true expression of the Grünhaus style”. Indeed, as far as Gutswein 
goes, this is a pretty electric example, offering up lovely clear crisp 
apple and slate sensations with fine herb aromas. Incredibly salty with 
great nerve and acidity. Elegant and precise and just 11.5% ABV (half a 
degree below 2018 and 2019). Aged in a combination of stainless steel 
and large traditional fuders. 
 

6x75cl 
 

£50.00 
 

2020 Maximin Grünhauser, Abtsberg, Grosses Gewächs 
Soft, pretty yellow fruits that make a supremely elegant powdery 
entrance. Detailed and so fine with a core of tight energetic citrus fruit 
delivered with finesse and clarity. It grooves along on the palate with 
plenty of intensity while managing to be both smooth and seamless. 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 

£150.00 
£170.00 
 

2020 Maximin Grünhauser, Abtsberg, Riesling, Superior 
A wine that is very close to the Von Schubert heart, the “Superior” 
benefits from the same selection quality and handling as the GGs but is 
left to ferment to a natural stop. Its typically animated character and 
seamless balance, being barely off-dry, makes it a wonderful wine for 
drinking with food. The 2020 has a lovely flow of bright lemon herbs, 
balsam and mint with supporting notes of violet, green tea and flowers.  
 

6x75cl 
 

£120.00 
 

2020 
 
 
 
 

Maximin Grünhauser, Bruderberg, Riesling, Kabinett 
“The Kabinetts this year really demonstrate the terroir differences 
between our sites”, says Maximin Von Schubert. We’d go one step 
further and say that Grunhaus produced some of the most exciting and 
memorable Kabinetts we tasted in vintage 2020. The coolest site of the 
three, Bruderberg is always the last to be harvested and has a hugely 
expressive, slightly wild, brambly character that we absolutely love. 
Bold, open-hearted and bright with a core of lemon-gold fruit, limes, 
fine herbs and a fizzing freshness. 51g/l residual sugar and 7.5% ABV.   

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 
 

£85.00 
£110.00 
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2020 
 
 
 
 

Maximin Grünhauser, Herrenberg, Riesling, Kabinett 
“Round and super elegant. Everything is where it should be.” Surely one 
of the finest Herrenberg Kabinetts in recent times, the 2020 is 
desperately charming and generous, but nothing is exaggerated. Calmly 
textured with pretty citrus fruits and notes of wildflowers, heather, 
thistle and rose. With time, lemon and honey, a touch of mango – sun 
kissed but so elegant and fine on the finish – a hauntingly attractive 
example of how good Kabinetts can be. 52g/l residual sugar and 7.5% 
ABV. 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 
 

£85.00 
£110.00 

2020 
 
 
 

Maximin Grünhauser, Abtsberg, Riesling, Kabinett 
Where the Herrenberg is a model of poised, open fruit, the Abtsberg is 
absolutely “glockenclar!” (crystal clear). Tighter and much more saline 
on the palate than the Herrenberg, the Abtsberg leads with blue and 
violet notes, citrus and green fruits, lift and intensity. Lithe, ethereal 
and slate-rich, this is a Kabinett of great detail and length.  
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 
 

£85.00 
£110.00 

2020 
 

Maximin Grünhauser, Bruderberg, Spätlese 
Only the second ever Spätlese produced from the Bruderberg (the first 
was 2009). Cool, crispy earthy citrus and lime fruit initially greet the 
nose. On the palate, fleshier fruits such as pear, apples and melon join 
the party and actually lend a slightly red fruited and stony character to 
this wonderfully gregarious Riesling.  
 

6x75cl £100.00 

2020 
 

Maximin Grünhauser, Herrenberg, Spätlese 
We were sadly unable to taste the Herrenberg Spätlese but given the 
quality of the Kabinett, one of our highlights of the vintage, and the 
pedigree of this mighty vineyard we are confident that the 2020 is a 
“firm” buy! Where the Abtsberg tends towards bell-clear, refined, citrus 
and herb-infused Rieslings, the redder slates of the Herrenberg 
produces wines of softer more charming elegance and calm, noble 
fruits and flowers.   
 

6x75cl £100.00 

2020 
 

Maximin Grünhauser, Abtsberg, Riesling, Spätlese 
Lively, ripe citrus and essential oils with plenty of smoky, slatey notes. 
Grass, green tea and jasmine gradually make way for plenty of old-
fashioned sweet peach and ripe green apple notes. All on the freshness 
and elegance right now. As one would hope, it has plenty of wound-up 
complex mineral and salty notes that will need time to unravel. A 
properly traditional, slate-rich Spätlese. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 
1x3L 
 

£100.00 
£125.00 
£85.00 
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Fritz Haag 

 
2020 completes a trio of warm vintages Chez Fritz Haag. Conditions in Brauneberg broadly mirrored those in the 
Saar and Ruwer, with Oliver Haag noting the early flowering and overall warm and dry season up to September, 
but in their case the amount of rain before harvest “was actually less than we had in 2019, and the overall total 
was less in 2020 than in 2018, which might surprise a few people. The 2018 summer was hotter than 2020 but a 
splash of rain two weeks before the harvest really released the fruit, while 2019 was also warm but saw cooler 
nights in the run up to the harvest with solid must weights and a small amount of good botrytis. In 2020, the 
season was dry throughout which put more pressure on the vines and, paradoxically, occluded sugar accumulation 
and kept must weights low. When rain arrives actually in the harvest (rather than just before) it makes noble rot 
unlikely, so we instead opted for a quick four week harvest, starting just after the auction on 21st September. The 
grapes were refreshed by the rains but had overall moderate to light must weights and we decided to press on and 
pick and hope for pretty, ripe, fresh, earlier drinking wines.” Oliver is happy with the results and characterises the 
wines as being “ripe, smoothly fruited and finessed, with a lovely, open drinkability and purity, if perhaps not 
hugely profound.” Acidities sit in between 2018 and 2019 and alcohols are half a degree lower across the board. 
The GGs are pure and supremely elegant with an openness that suggests they can be drunk before the more 
concentrated 2018s and 2019s. What little Auslese and GK has been produced is positively top drawer, but given 
the miniscule volumes, Oliver asserts that the vintage is best credited for the raft of wonderful Kabinett and 
Spätlese wines produced.  
 
Postscript: 2020 has a place in the heart of all at Justerini & Brooks, for it marked the year that the wine world lost 
Wilhelm Haag. He was a man whose pioneering pursuit of quality, tireless advocacy for the Mosel Valley over many 
decades, and enduring personal relationships with German wine lovers all over the world, played a fundamental 
role in reviving the fortunes of the entire German wine industry in the latter part of the twentieth century. In his 
honour, the estate has kindly agreed to bottle a limited number of double magnums with a commemorative label, 
depicting Wilhelm standing proudly in his beloved Brauneberger Juffer-Sonnenuhr.   
 
2020 Brauneberger Juffer, Grosses Gewächs, Fritz Haag 

So juicy and vibrant, the Juffer always produces dashing, playful dry 
wines, and the 2020 dances along with notes of gooseberry, lime and 
red apples. As it opens up, notes of white currant, Thai spices, 
lemongrass, mango and lavender notes join the party. Some yellow 
fruits bring preceedings to a close and again it’s a wine that leaves the 
palate animated and refreshed. 
  

6x75cl £100.00 

2020 Kestener Paulinshofberg, Grosses Gewächs, Fritz Haag 
Only the second vintage produced, the Paulinshofberg is a southeast 
facing vineyard neighbouring the Juffer. The soils are weathered slate 
with a higher proportion of clay in the subsoil. The wine opens with cool 
limey green fruit, salty apples and lavender. Concentrated and textural 
on the palate but so refined. Smooth fruited and suave.  
 

6x75cl £125.00 

2020 Brauneberger Juffer Sonnenuhr, Grosses Gewächs, Fritz Haag 
Much more intense and mineral than the Juffer bottling, the Juffer 
Sonnenuhr has a pronounced salinity and intensity that is so deftly 
delivered. We can’t recall a young vintage that was so immediately 
charming and engaging. A fruit basket on the palate but with real cool 
undertones of slate and veritable Mosel elegance. 
 
 
 
 

6x75cl 
1x1.5L 

£135.00 
£60.00 
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2020 
 
 

Riesling, QbA, Screwcap, Fritz Haag 
One of our bestsellers, Haag’s Estate off-dry Riesling is ever-
dependable. Offering up lovely crisp green apple and floral notes on the 
nose, it has exceptional definition and tension for a wine at this level. It 
not only introduces the taster to true Mosel slate flavours; it has the 
requisite extract and phenolic grip to partner food brilliantly. Having 
said that, its breezy levity means it also slips down a treat with nothing 
more on one’s plate than a menu. Top drawer estate Riesling, just 16g/l 
residual sugar and only 11% ABV.  

12x75cl £90.00 

 
2020 

 
Brauneberger Juffer, Riesling, Kabinett, Screwcap, Fritz Haag 
The artist formerly known as Brauneberger Riesling, Oliver decided as 
of 2019 to put its true single vineyard origin on the label, namely the 
fine blue slate Juffer, which produces playful, animated Rieslings. Notes 
of lemon zest, kiwi, ripe red apple and lacy, lavender-accented floral 
notes, the 2020 is at once light, juicy and ripe; an animated, playful 
Kabinett built on gentle acidity and succulent fruit flavours. 45g/l 
residual sugar and 8.5% ABV. In honour of Wilhelm Haag’s passing in 
2020, the estate has kindly produced a small number of double 
magnums for us which includes a photo and Wilhelm Haag’s name on 
the back label. 
 

 
12x75cl 
1x1.5L 
1x3L 

 
£125.00 
£32.50 
£70.00 

2020 Brauneberger Juffer Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Spätlese, Fritz Haag 
Here are those interesting slate aromas again, a touch of spontaneous 
fermentation complexity, then smoky yellow fruit, gooseberry and 
peach. The grip of the vintage asserts itself nicely over the riper yellow 
fruit here making this a big mouthful of lightweight yet impressive 
Spätlese. A very long finish promises good things to come. 
 

6x75cl 
1x1.5L 
 

£95.00 
£42.50 

2020 Brauneberger Juffer Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Auslese, Fuder 10, Fritz 
Haag 
Riper fruits and a touch of smoke with a firm undercurrent of wild slate 
sensations. Hardly any botrytis went in to this rare Auslese, instead it is 
a traditional late harvest wine bottled with around 100g/l residual 
sugar. Lots of white fruited “come hither” intensity is on display at first, 
leading to a palate that is ultra-fine, delicate and detailed. The grip of 
the previous cuvees makes way for intense, beautifully pure fruit notes 
that have the most beguiling sense of harmony and grace. This is silk in 
vinous form. Produced in large part from a lighter, more elegant parcel 
of sixty-year-old vines nearer the Mosel, which has an extremely high 
slate content and produces grapes with looser bunches, plus a small 
plot in the warmer, historic, central Sonnenuhr.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6x75cl 
1x1.5L 

£135.00 
£60.00 
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2020 Brauneberger Juffer Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Auslese, Goldkapsel, Fuder 
9, Fritz Haag 
Here the sweet tangy pucker of dried fruit and botrytised berries comes 
out to play, with notes of mint, chamomile and pineapple alongside 
honey and freshly dried apricots. This is sweet but possesses 
wonderfully fresh ripe acidity that helps it to simply glide across the 
palate as if on rails. Production of this cuvee was miniscule at just 800 
half bottles. 

12x37.5cl £255.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“(The wines are) ripe, smoothly 

fruited and finessed, with a lovely, 

open drinkability and purity”. 

 

Oliver Haag 
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Schloss Lieser    

 
Thomas Haag, Falstaff Winemaker of the Year 2021, is a man with many fingers in many Grosse Lage-shaped pies. 
In fact, we’re not sure if he has any pie-free fingers left at all! For over the past two decades Thomas has 
assembled a vineyard portfolio considered by many to be the strongest of any estate in the Middle Mosel (and by 
extension, all of Germany). With hit after Grand Cru hit, Thomas’ insight into the weather patterns and strengths 
and weaknesses of the most recent German vintage is always particularly insightful. “I think it is a very pure, fine 
and delicately-styled vintage”, he said. “We had a hot and dry season last year and the vines were suffering, but 
the situation turned, and we had cool days and nights and rain which rushed deeply into the soil and helped to 
open up the minerals for the roots. It might seem paradoxical to welcome rain at harvest time but the berries in the 
younger blocks regained their energy and vitality and we were able to start picking on 23rd September and harvest 
over a full five weeks.” Overall good ripeness, sugar levels and lots of aroma has made for a supremely elegant and 
transparent range with plenty of high points at Weingut Schloss Lieser. It would be remiss not to call out the truly 
magical Wehlener Sonnenuhr Spätlese in particular, as in our view it is clearly one of our wines of the vintage. The 
spontaneous, wild ferment character, so masterfully employed by the Lieser estate, tends to be more pronounced 
in finer, lighter vintages but the mid-way nature of 2020, being neither overly warm nor cool in profile, has meant 
those herbal-spicy-reductive notes have integrated seamlessly and added real complexity to the wines. “I see some 
similarities in 2020 to 2016. The wines are more open and immediate than the cooler vintages like 2002, 2004, 
2008 and 2010, but they are not as creamy or tropical as they are in the hot years, so we’re very happy.” A modern, 
precise winemaking regime is employed at Schloss Lieser. After a painstaking hand harvest and selections in the 
vineyard, the grapes are whole cluster pressed and settled naturally in cool, reductive conditions before 
spontaneous fermentation and aging is carried out on the fine lees, in cool, temperature-controlled stainless steel 
tanks. Clearer juice at the outset means slower fermentations and the retention of pure, lacy fruit and mineral 
flavours. “2020 is a true Kabinett and fine Spätlese vintage. We believe that the GGs are really pure and overall 
better than the 2018s and 2019s.” 
 
2020 Graacher Himmelreich, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Schloss Lieser    

Not tasted, sadly. 
 

6x75cl 
 

£150.00 
 

2020 Brauneberger Juffer Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Schloss 
Lieser 
The first hints of spontaneous fermentation here, as the wine opens 
with cool herbal spices, a fine leesy complexity and lemon and balsam 
notes. More density here than with some other Mosel GGs, delivered as 
texture rather than weight, with a beam of acidity that lends a 
wonderfully balanced and sumptuous feel. Complex and hugely elegant. 
 

6x75cl 
 

£150.00 
 

2020 Lieser Niederberg Helden, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Schloss Lieser 
The Helden is a model of sheer pleasure at this stage. All citrus blossom, 
pineapple and tropical fruits with a deep, crackling slate rich minerality. 
Simply irresistible! 
 

6x75cl 
 

£150.00 
 

2020 Piesporter Goldtröpfchen, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Schloss Lieser 
The droplets of gold. Sappy, herbal and citrus driven notes are 
interwoven with supremely smart fine spices and slate sensations. Zingy 
and animated with a fine line of acidity that makes this feel cool and 
composed. Mouthwatering and incredibly long. 
 
 
 
 
 

6x75cl 
 

£150.00 
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2020 Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Schloss Lieser 
Pixelated, dancing white fruits and stone fruit, with a seam of floral and 
slate perfumed. Really a majestic and profound wine with every 
element in harmony. Fine boned in acid terms but with a finesse to the 
fruit and openness that keeps you coming back for more. 
 

6x75cl 
 

£150.00 
 

2020 Terroir Kiste, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Schloss Lieser 
The Schloss Lieser “Terroir Case” is the only way to purchase the 
acclaimed Doctor GG, together with one bottle of each: Wehlener 
Sonnenuhr GG, Himmelreich GG, Niederberg Helden GG, Juffer 
Sonnenuhr GG and Goldtröpfchen GG of the vintage 2020. All 6 wines 
are personally signed by winemaker and owner Thomas Haag and 
packed in an original wooden case.   
 

6x75cl 
 

£265.00 

2020 Graacher Himmelreich, Riesling, Kabinett, Schloss Lieser 
Cool, pixelated green fruits of apple, pear and melon, freshly cut grass, 
and flowers from the garden. Underneath all of this lies a pronounced, 
crackling dark slate character. A wine of beautiful clarity and energy, 
and it’s oh so charming and drinkable too… 8% 
 

6x75cl 
 

£65.00 

2020 Lieser Niederberg Helden, Riesling, Kabinett, Schloss Lieser 
A Grosse Lage that Thomas Haag has more or less put on the map 
single-handedly, the Helden is synonymous with complex, slate driven 
Rieslings resplendent with ripe yellow fruits, red apples and intense, 
stimulating levels of extract and acidity. The 2020 Helden Kabinett 
captures these essences and packages them up in as refined a manner 
as we can remember. Salty golden and tropical fruits are framed by a 
deep slate minerality and long, reverberating finish. 8.5% 
 

6x75cl 
 

£65.00 

2020 Piesporter Goldtröpfchen, Riesling, Kabinett, Schloss Lieser 
One of the more recent acquisitions of the Lieser stable, Thomas Haag 
has quickly got to grips with this majestic site, producing in 2020 a 
stunning Kabinett with layers of pink grapefruit, honeysuckle, golden 
apples and brine. Spicy notes and a touch of spearmint on the finish 
make it hugely attractive, and overall, the slightly higher acidity in this 
cru provides a harmonious, elegant and moreish feel to the wine. 
Thomas has a total of 1.2HA spread across the Goldtröpfchen 
amphitheatre. 7.5% 
 

6x75cl 
 

£65.00 

2020 Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Kabinett, Schloss Lieser 
Fine, complex, wild “spontaneous”-herbal notes on the nose are met by 
riper, effortlessly classy, pretty white and yellow fruits, with bright 
citrus, blossom and honey notes. Such a noble, lithe and fine Kabinett - 
succulent fruit over delicate minerality.  There’s more to this than meets 
the eye… 7.5% 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6x75cl 
 

£65.00 
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2020 Brauneberger Juffer Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Spätlese, Schloss Lieser 
The Lieser holdings in the Juffer Sonnenuhr come from the very best 
part of the vineyard, right in the middle, where the vines are forty to 
fifty years old, yielding grapes of outstanding natural balance and 
depth. The 2020 Spätlese leaps out of the glass with pure, fragrant 
white citrus, stone and orchard fruits, and just a trace of Thomas’ 
trademark “sponti” sensations. Masterfully integrated, they add further 
detail and a herbal edge to the wine, complimenting all those lovely 
cool blue slate and green apple flavours. 7%. 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 

£85.00 
£115.00 

2020 Piesporter Goldtröpfchen, Riesling, Spätlese, Schloss Lieser 
Exotic orange blossom notes and tropical fruits dazzle from start to 
finish – it’s almost Hipping-esque in its exuberance. In the end though, 
its natural Mosel charm comes singing through on the palate, where 
dancing, filigreed slate and herbal notes combine with an animating 
acidity that cuts through any trace of fat and leaves you shouting out 
for more! 7% 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 

£85.00 
£115.00 

2020 Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Spätlese, Schloss Lieser 
Thomas’ assertion that 2020 is “a happy mid-way between the cooler 
and the warmer vintages” is played to great effect in the Wehlener 
Sonnenuhr Spätlese. It picks up on all those subtle white, citrus and 
blossomy notes seen in the Kabinett and notches it up a gear – but 
rather than feeling fuller or sweeter, if anything, it’s just more intense, 
more crystalline and more transparent. A lacier earth and slate 
minerality offsets the higher residual sugar to the point that it’s almost 
imperceptible. Really a beautiful balance between fine, very typical 
Mosel flavours, and a velvety, caressing acid line that should see this 
drink harmoniously within just a few years. Quite possibly our pick as 
the finest Spätlese of the vintage. 7% 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 
 

£85.00 
£115.00 

2020 Lieser Niederberg Helden, Riesling, Auslese, Schloss Lieser 
A more voluminous wine with a great shine of zesty yellow fruits, red 
apples, a touch of sesame, spice, and even soy. Only very lightly marked 
by native ferment aromas, this nevertheless has impressive slate 
nuance and leads into a rich nectarine and honey-drenched finish. No 
botrytis. 7% 
 

6x75cl 
 

£135.00 

2020 Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Auslese, Schloss Lieser 
Ripe, succulent and charming, with oodles of juicy stone and tropical 
fruits, particularly white peach, melon, pineapple and apricot, with 
Asian-influenced notes of lemongrass, green papaya and jasmine tea. 
Next to no botrytis means a beautifully measured and composed 
Auslese of pure, silky ripe fruits cut with great precision. 7% 
 

6x75cl 
 

£135.00 

2020 Piesporter Goldtröpfchen, Riesling, Auslese, Schloss Lieser 
Pert and detailed, fine leafy tropical fruit betrays the Goldtröpfchen 
site. This Auslese is wearing a tropical shirt and having a damn good 
time of it! Juicy, vibrant and full of life. Bristling, juicy acidity and crisp 
slate notes with a touch of iron, pink Himalayan rock salt and 
grapefruit. It’s simply impossible not to love this. No botrytis. 7%. 

6x75cl 
 

£135.00 
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2020 Brauneberger Juffer Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Auslese, GK, Schloss Lieser 
The only GK produced by the estate this year (save a Wehlener 
Sonnenuhr for the auction), the Helden GK marries ripe tropical fruit, 
spice, and laser-like precision. A special selection which included 
approximately 30% botrytised berries. Tangy fruit, fresh green apple, 
lime zest but also chamomile and fresh apricot too. A very fine, lithe 
delicate and pure GK, with a touch of cream and fine butter pastry on 
the finish. Surprisingly long given the lack of force employed. 

6x75cl 
12x37.5cl 
 

£210.00 
£250.00 
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With just 4.5 hectares of vineyards the Schaefer family are able to farm with the utmost precision. We often refer to 

the estate as gem-like, and that is true both of their wines, some of the most intense but also crystalline to be found 

in the Mosel, and of the family, who are as charming and down to earth as you could possibly imagine. The village of 

Graach plays host to most of the Schaefer vineyards, in Himmelreich and Domprobst, though there is now also a 

small holding in Wehlen's great Sonnenuhr vineyard. It says a lot that in all these years we are yet to taste a 

disappointing Willi Schaefer wine. 2020 is no exception. The season, like everywhere else, started early and by late 

August Christoph Schaefer had made his usual pre-selections ready for their earliest ever start, in mid-September. 

Where some estates opted to wait fully for the rains to pass before picking, the soils in Graach retain water better 

and the vines saw less heat and hydric stress than in other villages. This meant they could kick-off with an initial 

fresh, early pick before the rains, shooting for a racier, more elegant style, to then blend with later-harvested plots 

for maximum complexity and energy. “We thought it would all be over quickly but as the cool weather arrived, grape 

development slowed. We had time to wait and keep tasting, and make properly ripe, interesting selections across a 

whole range of micro-plots and ripeness levels up and down the hillside. We re-started the harvest after four or five 

days of rain and in the end it was five and a half weeks long.” Christoph Schaefer characterises their 2020s as 

“elegant and beautifully structured with a cool fruit profile. At the beginning we were worried they were a little too 

racy in fact, but the wines stabilised a lot over winter and by bottling they had found their natural balance.” The 

wines here are all fermented and aged in traditional German fuders. When we tasted them in June they were 

immensely present, open and engaging with shimmering, vibrant citrus profiles, chiming perfectly with Christoph’s 

view that the Schaefer wines have a more pronounced cool climate profile in 2020 than others do. Almost no 

botrytis and only one Auslese this year paved the way for some truly spellbinding Kabinett and Spätlese wines. 

Willi Schaefer    

2020 Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Kabinett, Willi Schaefer 
Wehlener Sonnenuhr always plays to the more yellow end of the 
spectrum and this example is absolutely true to type. Peaches and fine 
sunny fruit glide across the palate in this graceful, silky Kabinett. 
 

6x75cl £90.00 

2020 Graacher Himmelreich, Riesling, Kabinett, Willi Schaefer 
More nerve and detail here, more slate, fresh lime and red fruits, but 
also a wonderfully open nature - airy precision. Straight and pure and 
elegant. Absolutely singing today! This is what Kabinett is all about. 
 

6x75cl 
6x1.5cl 

£90.00 
£230.00 

2020 Graacher Domprobst, Riesling, Kabinett, Willi Schaefer 
Domprobst's famous spice comes through loud and clear on the nose of 
this Kabinett, a slightly more complex and deep bottling than 
Himmelreich. Cassis and citrus notes cloak a firm core of minerality. 
Cool sunshine and slate. 
 

6x75cl 
6x1.5cl 

£90.00 
£230.00 

2020 Graacher Himmelreich, Riesling, Spätlese, Willi Schaefer 
Open arms and real come hither fruit on display. This is so enveloping 
and delicate and full of charm that it's going to be hard to resist from 
the get-go. 
 
 
 
 
 

6x75cl £115.00 
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2020 Graacher Domprobst, Riesling, Spätlese, Fuder 10, Willi Schaefer 
Green tea, jasmine and honeysuckle – the first hint of spontaneous 
fermentation too - white fruit, grapefruit and lime leaf. Long and 
intense. Absolutely superb and so full of life. Selections are made in the 
vineyard to dictate a certain character in the final Spätlese. Fuder 10 
always aims to be a very classic, direct Spätlese while the 5 has more 
texture, richness and complexity, going in the direction of an Auslese. 
 

6x75cl 
6x1.5L 

£115.00 
£280.00 

2020 Graacher Domprobst, Riesling, Spätlese, Fuder 5, Willi Schaefer 
Slightly higher residual here versus the Fuder 10, in step with a higher 
concentration level. Apple and watermelon, red fruits, white 
strawberry, mirabelle, freshly cut peaches, the Fuder 5 has more 
intensity across the palate, finishing on slate and a lacy, softly woven 
acid line. As ever, this straddles the boundary between Spätlese and 
Auslese. Textured and very long. 
 

6x75cl 
6x1.5L 

£150.00 
£355.00 

2020 Graacher Domprobst, Riesling, Auslese, Fuder 11, Willi Schaefer 
Not tasted. 
 

6x75cl 
12x37.5cl 

£230.00 
£250.00 

2019 Graacher Himmelreich, Riesling, GL, Willi Schaefer 
The Schaefers had one barrel in 2019 that simply refused to fully 
ferment! Originally intended to go in to a Himmelreich GG, 
fermentation eventually stopped at barely off-dry (feinherb) levels of 
residual sugar, too high to be classified a GG but with all the fruit 
complexity and mineral richness one expects from a Schaefer bottling. 
Far too good to discard, but not qualifying for any of the official 
designates, this is a late-release rare bird never to be seen again. 
Bottled at 12% alcohol it essentially follows the same model as 
Grunhaus’ Superior botting.  

6x75cl £150.00 
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It’s hard to believe now that Katharina was the focus of our first ever public Zoom call right at the start of the 

pandemic! How time flies… With any luck, though, we’re coming to the end of the virtual Mosel tour and will soon 

be back on the banks of the river admiring the mighty Wehlener Sonnenuhr from the doorstep of Joh. Jos. Prüm. For 

generations, their Rieslings have been considered benchmarks for the region and held in the same high regard as the 

finest wines of Burgundy, Bordeaux and Italy. Given their reputation for producing ageworthy wines, JJ Prüm bucks 

the trend when they say that they think their 2020s are actually more closed than the 2019s and 2018s and will 

require longer in the cellar to reveal their inner complexity. Katharina agrees though that 2020 is “not at all an 

opulent vintage, as we expected at first. It is much more classic. My father was really happy when I showed him the 

wines!” Harvest here started very early on 17th September, and with a bit of stop start, they were finished by 21st 

October – early by JJ Prüm’s standards. In accounting for the wines’ levity, Katharina mused that “our decision to 

harvest earlier these days is making a big difference, I think. We used to wait for as long as possible before starting 

but in recent years we have had to adapt and in the end we’re really happy with the past few vintages in particular. I 

think that although 2020 had the most sunshine hours we can remember, drought in the summer slowed down the 

ripeness. Yes, it was warm, but for us in the Middle Mosel, it was generally quite even, and the rains were not so 

strong, so they didn’t really change much.” While it’s not a botrytis-rich vintage, JJ Prüm was one of the few estates 

to have selected a decent amount of really well-ripened fruit for Auslese, and even a few botrytised parcels for 

Goldkapsels. This is a bright, light, fine-boned range of wines, and as Katharina says, “the last few years have all been 

exceptional in different ways. The Riesling grape continues to adapt and surprise us every year, and we’re so happy 

with how elegant the wines have become.”  

 

Joh. Jos. Prüm     

2020 Graacher Himmelreich, Riesling, Kabinett, JJ Prüm 
Steely, lime-soaked slate and green apples. Lifted, intense and 
shimmering, a true Kabinett, so pure and refreshing, with an almost 
imperceptible fruity sweetness that really just gives the wine an overall 
buoyant, playful, juicy character and allows it to kick on with great 
energy. Salty on the finish. Nothing forced here. 8.5%. 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5cl 

£115.00 
£135.00 

2020 Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Kabinett, JJ Prüm 
Aromatically a little more closed at this stage than the Himmelreich, as 
is often the case, the palate reveals citrus and stone fruits and a really 
deep, crackling slate minerality. So fine and elegant, it tapers into a 
taut, crystalline finish. Again, the sweetness here so perfectly offsets 
the crunchy acidity – it’s light and elegant right now, but there is so 
much more to come here that it would be a shame not to cellar it a little 
longer. 8% 

6x75cl 
3x1.5cl 

£125.00 
£145.00 

2020 Graacher Himmelreich, Riesling, Spätlese, JJ Prüm 
Lime leaf, gooseberries, lemon balm and cool blue slate notes typify the 
Himmelreich Spätlese. The step up in concentration here is met with a 
more prominent minerality. Stones, slate and rock salt with some white 
flowers and crunchy, white peaches are just some of the flavours on 
display; the acidity filigreed and persistent, building a bit of grip and 
extract on the finish. 7.5% 
 
 
 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5cl 

£120.00 
£140.00 
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2020 Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Spätlese, JJ Prüm 
More body and concentration here versus the Himmelreich but it is all 
wound-up in a neat, lemon-soaked package, with supporting notes of 
blood orange, grapefruit, melon and mirabelle. Traces of iron and spice 
on the palate are met with a cool, brittle slate character, the acidity 
taut and trembling. An intellectual Spätlese, long, persistent and 
seriously classy. 7.5% 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5cl 

£140.00 
£160.00 

2020 Graacher Himmelreich, Riesling, Auslese, JJ Prüm, 2020 
Purity and poise are the two words that spring to mind when tasting 
the Himmelreich Auslese. Not at all showy, if anything the aromas are 
restrained and quite hard to read today, but the mouthfeel is one of a 
figure skater, weaving in and out, tracing new lines through the ice. 
White currants, apples and lightly smoky herbal notes eventually make 
way for more silky-sweet pink grapefruits and guava. Paradoxically, the 
overall concentration of this Auslese conspires to produce an almost 
dry, crisp finish. 7%. 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5cl 
12x75.5cl 

£140.00 
£160.00 
£170.00 

2020 Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Auslese, JJ Prüm 
The prickly tension of the deeply mineral Sonnenuhr arrives in waves as 
one tastes the Auslese. Much more deeply fruited than the 
Himmelreich, it offers up herbal notes of sage, earth and cracked spices 
atop cool mango, apricot and lemon balm. Very intense and a bit 
reserved it is nevertheless perfectly weighted, and again the sugar-acid 
balance really is seamless; with every Pradikat change the wines just 
build on inner tension and focus. A wine with everything in place to age 
for decades. 7%.  
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5cl 
12x75.5cl 

£160.00 
£180.00 
£190.00 

2020 Zeltinger Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Auslese, GK, JJ Prüm  
It’s been a while since we last tasted a Zeltinger GK and it’s so nice to 
be reacquainted! Creamier immediately on the nose with beautiful 
butter-pastry and tropical fruits of pineapple, guava and mango. So 
seductive, rich and charming on the palate, a touch of smoke, herbs and 
slate following up the ripe, succulent fruits. Zeltinger is a warmer village 
which tends to produce very seductive, sweet Rieslings. This is just the 
case here and it benefits from the rounding influence of botrytis and 
leads into a polished, honey-soaked finish. 7%. 
 

6x75cl £305.00 

2020 Graacher Himmelreich, Auslese, GK, JJ Prüm 
The Himmelreich requires a bit more coaxing from the glass but its 
pedigree is clear for all to see. Concentrated and rich at the moment, 
the high acidity level is covered by a mass of citrus and yellow fruits, 
which are smoothed by the fresh apricot, honey and marmalade 
flavours that a small proportion of botrytis and dried berries can bring. 
7%. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5cl 
12x37.5cl 

£310.00 
£330.00 
£340.00 
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2020 Wehlener Sonnenuhr, Riesling, Auslese, GK, JJ Prüm 
Tightly coiled and serious at the moment, the Wehlener Sonnenuhr GK 
feels to be the most concentrated and profound of the wines tasted 
today, with lots of depth and intensity. While the mouthfeel is refined 
and exudes noble stone fruit flavours, honey and lemon, it will take a 
while to shed some of its natural density. A little standoffish today, the 
track record of this site, and this wine in particular, is near-enough 
unrivalled. History dictates that anybody lucky enough to secure a case 
is due a very special drinking experience in the years to come. 7%. 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5cl 
12x37.5cl 

£345.00 
£365.00 
£375.00 

“It couldn’t be better really. The last few years have 

all been exceptional in different ways. The Riesling 

grape continues to adapt and surprise us every year, 

and we’re so happy with how elegant the wines have 

become.” 

 

Katharina Prüm 
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Emrich-Schönleber is a sure-fire candidate for the inaugural Justerini & Brooks “Dark Horse Award”. Having always 

held Champions League status in Germany, their reputation in the UK took a little while to establish itself. Over the 

past five years, though, everybody seems to have cottoned on, and the dry wines in particular are now rightly 

considered to be some of the finest Rieslings money can buy. Absolutely rabid demand at the VDP auction in Bad 

Kreuznach has seen their Auf der Ley GG achieve bona-fide cult status, with the trickle-down effect that the regular 

Halenberg and Frühlingsplätzchen GGs are now go-to wines for the most astute wine collectors, and almost always 

sell out on release. In fact, this year we were lucky to get in with our allocation when we did, for 2020 has proven to 

be the fastest selling GG collection ever at this small family estate, with every single bottle needing to be 

painstakingly allocated out to merchants and importers around the world, long before their official release. We can’t 

stress this enough: when it comes to top quality dry Rieslings, Emrich-Schönleber is the business.  To help sate 

soaring demand, the estate were delighted to finally secure a plot in the Monzinger Niederberg – a Premier Cru 

(Erste Lage) site abutting their very own Halenberg – after years of negotiations. Here, the soils are the same blue 

slate and quartzite, the main difference being the Niederberg’s 40 degree aspect versus Halenberg’s 70 degrees. 

Resplendent with heaps of slate, salt and mineral stardust, it can be drunk earlier than the more serious Grosses 

Gewächs. The 2020 collection on the whole here is composed, refined and bell-clear. The dry wines in our offer are 

all spontaneously fermented and aged in traditional wooden cask. The Lenz, Monzinger Kabinett and Halenberg 

Auslese are fermented and matured in stainless steel to preserve their freshness and light, fruity characteristics.  

Emrich-Schönleber 

2020 Lenz Riesling, Emrich-Schönleber  
The nose is fantastic. Wonderful purity here, like a quartzite stone, it 
sparkles and shimmers. On the palate, an arrestingly pure peach note 
makes this pretty much irresistible today, such a gorgeous wash of 
open, charming fresh stone fruit with a core of something a little more 
like red apple and slate. Total charmer. Just above a Trocken level of 
residual sugar and bottled at 11.5% alcohol. 
 

6x75cl 
 

£75.00 
 

2020 Monzinger Riesling, Trocken, Fruhtau, Emrich-Schönleber 
Wildflowers frame fine white fruits, green apple skin, with a touch of 
something more peachlike here too. Crisp fresh inviting but complex 
too. Savoury stones and a touch of noble bitterness dot the finish. 
Harmoniously balanced and zen like. Produced from younger vines in 
the Frühlingsplätzchen vineyard and raised in exactly the same way as 
the GGs, this is always a canny buy. 
 

6x75cl £125.00 

2020 Monzinger Niederberg, Riesling Trocken, Erste Gewächs, Emrich-
Schönleber 
Niederberg is the extension of the hillside adjoining Halenberg with the 
same blue slate and quartzite soils. The difference lies in its steepness 
(being 40 degrees vs Halenberg’s 70 degrees). Produced from 30 year 
old vines, the Niederberg Trocken 1G tenders very pure, dry, cool blue 
mineral flavours with a touch of lemon sherbet, thyme, smoke, apple 
and lime. Racy and cleansing. Fermented and matured in traditional 
German fuders, same as the GGs. 
 
 
 

6x75cl £175.00 
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“The 2020 collection on the whole here is composed, refined and bell-clear. 

 At every level, these are wines that over-deliver.” 

 

2020 Frühlingsplätzchen, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Emrich-Schönleber 
Sparkling yellow fruits with peach and apricot, lemon-thyme, heather 
and rock salt. Powerful but crystalline and elegant with spices gradually 
unfurling. Hints of iron and pressed flowers. Both powerful and elegant 
at the same time. The Frühlingsplätzchen displays amazing inner 
tension and a fine haunting length. As always, in fact. Grown up but 
also inviting. Produced from 30 year old vines, fermented naturally and 
raised in traditional German casks. A red slate and gravel dominated 
site facing southwest to southeast. 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 

£295.00 
£300.00 

2020 Halenberg Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Emrich-Schönleber 
As the majority owner of this fabulous blue slate and quartzite 
vineyard, the Schönleber family have long teased out its finer elements. 
The 2020 is complex and spicy, showing fabulously precise fruit and 
citrus, red apple and great minerality and saltiness. Such clarity. With a 
long steely finish, this is concentrated and intense but also very pure. A 
wonderfully balanced expression of this blue slate vineyard. Werner 
Schönleber is convinced it is one of the best they've made. 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 

£310.00 
£315.00 

2020 Monzinger Riesling, Kabinett, Emrich-Schönleber 
The Ortswein (village) Kabinett has a playful character with citrus and 
floral lemon verbena aromatics. Simple but hugely enjoyable with 
excellent minerality and a cleansing, subtly long finish. 40g/l residual 
sugar and just 9.5% ABV. 
 

6x75cl £100.00 

2020 Monzinger Halenberg, Riesling, Auslese, Emrich-Schönleber 
Not tasted. Limited quantities available. Likely to be an absolute belter! 

6x75cl £240.00 
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Donnhoff has been one of the most acclaimed German estates here in the UK for as long as we can remember. 

Famous for their old vine, spicy slate and quartzite influenced wines, they have an avid following amongst collectors. 

Sadly, we have not been able to taste the full range this year but what we did taste was of excellent quality, 

particularly the Hermannshohle Spätlese and GGs. In their vintage report, the Dönnhoffs recall an exceptionally hot 

and dry summer in the Nahe and an early start to the harvest which finished in the main in mid-October. Despite a 

bigger harvesting team than most, the Coronavirus restrictions did pose several logistical challenges, which they 

overcame and ended up with “perfectly healthy, golden yellow grapes.” They even managed to achieve something 

very rare – an Eiswein – which they picked on 30th November in the Oberhäuser Brücke at -8.5C! Don’t get too 

excited though, we only have one case available! In summarising the style of the 2020s, they say that “the wines are 

powerful yet delicate, spicy yet fruity, coupled with a moderate alcohol content. We personally like them 

extraordinarily well and we think the wines will more than compensate us all for the challenges and unpleasantness 

of the year.” 

Dönnhoff    

2020 Dellchen Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Dönnhoff  
The Donnhoffs once remarked to us that the “Dellchen swings its hips”. 
In the 2020 this adage rings ever more true, as a cornucopia of fruits 
and flowers are presented in sprightly yet accomplished fashion. Brittle 
herbs and waxed lemons make way for some orchard fruits and berries, 
with a dazzling line of acidity that reverberates across the finish. Pretty 
wonderful. 
 

6x75cl £255.00 

2020 Hermannshöhle, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Trocken, Dönnhoff 
A little more reticent initially, the HH has a more golden fruit character 
that shines in the light. Like a prism, the HH has a wide spectrum of 
complex flavours that dazzle from start to finish. Soulful stone fruits 
and a deep sense of minerality pervade this wonderfully persistent dry 
Riesling. Every inch the Grand Cru. 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 

£305.00 
£310.00 

2020 Riesling, QbA Dönnhoff 
Juicy easy straight forward, the Estate QBA has a certain lemon sherbet 
character, ripe acidity, red fruit and plenty of ripe fleshy peachy fruit. 
Easy going and very open already. 
 

6x75cl £65.00 

2020 Oberhäuser Leistenberg, Riesling, Kabinett, Dönnhoff 
Simple initially on the nose, it delivers more buoyancy on the palate. A 
light, animated and refreshing Kabinett that has been a benchmark 
wine for a while now. Ever reliable and juicy, it profers cool, blue fruits, 
berries and citrus notes with a pleasing, crispy minerality. 
 

6x75cl £85.00 

2020 Oberhäuser Brücke, Riesling, Spätlese, Dönnhoff 
Cool, icy salty fruit, very finely detailed, shimmering like crystalline 
quartz. This Brucke has a little covering of fine sweet elegant fruit and 
great underlying energy and race. Apples pears and crisp nectarines 
with a fine misting of honey and salt. 
 
 
 
 

6x75cl £170.00 
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2020 Niederhäuser Hermannshöhle, Riesling Spätlese, Dönnhoff 
There’s much more heft to the Hermannshohle Spätlese, richer honey 
coated stone fruits, grape, sweet red apple, dense rich and long, with a 
line of extract giving a slightly rough texture at the core. Big powerful 
with tropical fruit notes and lots of texture. This is approaching the 
intensity of some Auslese. 
 

6x75cl 
3x1.5L 

£210.00 
£230.00 

2020 Niederhäuser Hermannshöhle, Riesling Auslese, Goldkap, Dönnhoff 
The excitement with which we greet some lovely botrytised notes 
speaks to the rarity of noble sweet wines in this vintage. Composed, 
silky and calming, the Auslese Gk is a model of, dare we say it, 
perfection. So smooth and complex and yet lifted and juicy with 
concentrated acids and minerals, fruits and flowers. Gorgeous. 
 
 

6x75cl 
6x37.5cl 
3x1.5L 

£340.00 
£175.00 
£355.00 

2020 Oberhäuser Brücke, Riesling Auslese, Goldcap, Dönnhoff 
Not tasted, sadly. 
 
 

6x75cl 
6x37.5cl 

£155.00 
£315.00 

2020 Oberhäuser Brücke, Riesling, Eiswein, Dönnhoff 
Not tasted, sadly. 
 

6x37.5cl £990.00 
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Avid football fan and gregarious, leading Rheingau-light Andreas Spreitzer showed enormous restraint and 

graciousness in the face of Germany’s Euro 2020 defeat to the young English side. Perhaps he foresaw the crushing 

disappointment that was still to come, we don’t know, but by the time we tasted together on 19th July, our 

respective teams’ losses were but a distant memory! Indeed, it’s always a pleasure to catch up with Andi, and this 

year we felt particularly invigorated and excited by the estate’s authentic, traditionally-styled Rieslings, which seem 

to consistently over-achieve in the warmer years. This, the Spreitzers attribute to their old vine holdings, many of 

which date back to the 1960s and 1970s. Additionally, the deeper clay-loess-loam soils around Oestrich and 

Hattenheim, where the Rhine River is at its widest, means better water retention and deeper roots, and in 2020, the 

third warm vintage in a row, Andi felt confident in saying that “we have found our rhythm in ‘the new Germany’. 

Thankfully, our vines do not struggle so much in the heat, so we still aim to pick as late as possible to maximise 

texture and complexity. The main difference is that now we bring a really big team in for the harvest, and once we 

start, we move really quickly to make sure we capture as much freshness and clarity in the grapes as we can. In 2020 

we started on 25th September, late by our neighbours’ standards, but we had all the people and technology we 

needed to keep the grapes cool, and we were finished by 12-13th October, just three weeks later.” The grapes at 

Weingut Spreitzer are whole cluster pressed, following a long, slow, Champagne method – this means around 85% is 

very pure, free-run juice, the rest with around 10-15% skin contact. This produces beautifully textured, complex, 

gentle Rieslings with all the spice and minerality one wants from fine German wine. The 2020s here are precise yet 

fine, open, and less intense than in previous years. They will be immensely pleasurable in youth. The majority of the 

range is fermented and aged in ancient, traditional German casks, notably stuck (1200L) and doppelstuck (2400L). 

The lip-smacking, ever-popular, Estate Riesling Trocken is vinified 85% in stainless steel and 15% in doppelstuck.  

Please note that a number of the top Rheingau VDP estates, Spreitzer included, have decided to hold back their GGs 

for an additional year in bottle going forward. The 2020 GGs will therefore be released in September 2022.  

Weingut Spreitzer 

2020 Josef Spreitzer, Riesling Trocken, Spreitzer  
“Our business card”, the Estate Trocken is produced from younger 
vines, picked at the same ripeness level and with the same attention to 
detail as the single vineyard and GG wines. Open, refreshing and 
uncomplicated, in a hugely positive way, it offers up lip-smacking citrus, 
red apple and pineapple notes. 85% fermented in stainless steel and 
15% in traditional German doppelstuck (2400L). The perfect garden 
wine… 
 

6x75cl £47.00 

2020 Oestricher Doosberg, Alte Reben, Trocken Spreitzer 
As with every other wine region in the world, the term “Alte Reben” or 
“Old Vines” can be an ambiguous one and open to interpretation. 
Spreitzer’s Doosberg though is unequivocally “Alte Reben”, being 
produced from 50 year old vines. The soils are primarily loess-loam and 
clay with veins of quartz rippling through. Posited at 100m elevation, it 
is by no means the loftiest site in Germany, however regular cooling 
breezes from the mountains around Oestrich ensures a beautiful 
balance between fruit and vibrancy. Picked 8-10th October. Fermented 
and aged 100% in doppelstuck. Concentrated, crisp grapefruit and 
pineapple notes with piquant, salty pear and stone fruit accents on the 
finish. Very long with a mouthwatering, moreish structure and a tight, 
pithy finish. Superb. 
 

6x75cl £85.00 
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2020 Oestricher Klosterberg, Alte Reben, Trocken Spreitzer 
A new wine this year. Rheingau afficionados will tell you that the 
Klosterberg has almost mythical status amongst vignerons, being an 
ancient, terraced site with more prominent slate and quartzite 
influence. The wines Ahr-like in profile with a flinty elegant quality. The 
complex soils here are made up of blue, grey and yellow slate with 
quartz and the higher elevation, at around 250m gives it its own 
character too. The Spreitzer Klosterberg Alte Reben is produced from 
30-50 year old vines and is fermented and aged in a combination 
doppelstuck and stuck.  
 

6x75cl £85.00 

2020 Oestricher Lenchen, Spätlese 303, Spreitzer 
100th anniversary bottling, as signified by a special label. Technically the 
Lenchen Grosse Lage has two clearly defined plots – the Lenchen itself 
and the Lenchen Eiserberg, which is the southwest facing part where 
the soils are much redder (Eiser means Iron). This iron-rich component 
adds a huge amount to the blend and adds to the distinctive character 
of Spreitzer’s 303. Indeed, in the whole Rheingau there are only three 
red soil sites: Schloss Johannisberg, Rothenberg and Lenchen Eiserberg. 
Similar in profile to the Rheinhessen’s Roter Hang, the Eiserberg 
produces wines with spicy, flinty notes, red fruits and high levels of salty 
minerality. Picked at 100 Oeschle with zero botrytis in 2020. 100 
Oechsle could technically qualify for a lower level Auslese but in the 
current climate “this is about right for a Spätlese”, according to Andi 
Spreitzer. Juicy, animated flavours of pink grapefruit, lemongrass and 
guava notes pirouette across the palate, soon to be accompanied by 
hints of grass, lavender and white flowers. The higher ripeness level is 
extremely well balanced here, and the wine is incredibly refreshing, for 
with its 95g/l residual sugar comes 10g of acidity! 7.5%. 
 

6x75cl £135.00 
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Germany’s answer to the Obamas, Oliver Spanier and Carolin Spanier-Gillot represent two different estates brought 

together by marriage but produced by one winemaking team in one cellar. Their focus is on producing great dry 

wines from top Rheinhessen vineyards with a minimum of intervention. In doing so they favour the mineral over the 

overtly fruity and farm to biodynamic principles with constant attention to vineyard and soil health. The Kühling-

Gillot wines hail from the red slate heartland, the Roter Hang, in the north of the Rheinhessen, while Battenfeld-

Spanier’s sites are located further south around the villages of Hohen-Sulzen, Nieder-Florsheim and Molsheim where 

the soils are made up of cool, white chalky-limestone. The differences between the two soil types are rendered 

beautifully clearly because of the identical winemaking; the wines from limestone soils quiver with energy and cool 

minerality, those from slate tending more to tranquillity and warm, fluid minerality. 2020 they consider an 

exceptional vintage in the Rheinhessen, where temperatures were only moderate with perfectly enough rain 

through the year. “It was not a dry year for us and our straw covering and cover crops in the vineyards help to retain 

humidity in any case. Flowering took place in early June, and we had a steady warm summer with cool nights save for 

three or four tropical nights. We started picking the Rieslings from 15th September over five weeks. We always start 

with Kühling-Gillot and this year the slate vineyards were 8-9 days ahead of the limestone terroirs. We think we have 

similar conditions to 2002 – wines of pleasing ripeness but with good acidity and real character too.” The rain here 

arrived after the harvest, and Carolin was pleased to report a pretty generous crop not far off 2018 in the end. This is 

a star range of terroir transparent, complex dry Rieslings, handled exceptionally by an estate operating at the 

pinnacle of German wine quality. 

Kühling-Gillot & Battenfeld-Spanier 

2020 Quinterra, Riesling, Kühling-Gillot  
An inviting nose filled with fine stone fruit notes, a touch of something 
more tropical, and also a grassy note. Absolutely singing on the palate 
already, crystal clear and bristling with life and fresh juicy fruit 
alongside notes of citrus pith, spice and stones and a nice steering cut 
of extract. A great Gutswein produced from 80% Oppenheimer fruit and 
20% Nierstein. 11g/l residual sugar making it technically a Feinherb. 
 

6x75cl £45.00 

2020 Molsheim, Riesling, Trocken, Battenfeld-Spanier 
Limes, kiwis and red apples but also something a little spicier and 
mineral, like turmeric on sandstone. Impressive complexity. On the 
palate red fruits, apples and peach come together with impressive 
density and drive. This has some real stature and presence and clearly 
comes from top vineyards but is also open and gregarious and very easy 
to enjoy. Fully dry and so beautifully detailed. 
 

6x75cl £90.00 

2020 Zellertal, Riesling, Trocken, Battenfeld-Spanier 
Now this is a genuinely complex and interesting nose - very much a cut 
above your average village wine. Fractured stony notes, essential citrus 
oils, smoky minerality and green fruits form a very beguiling perfume. 
On the palate this is a wine of massive extract and tension that relaxes 
to reveal herb and stone fruit flavours, wrapped up in a lovely saline 
mineral finish. Really impressive stuff. Produced from young vines in the 
Pfalz’s historic Kreuzberg site. In that regard, this is very much a baby 
auction wine… available at a fraction of the price.  
 
 

6x75cl £150.00 
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2020 Kirchenstuck, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Battenfeld-Spanier 
Both red fruited and salty, this plays the elegance card beautifully, with 
classical proportions and a real sense of finesse as it sweeps fine citrus 
notes and smooth stones effortlessly across the palate. A seamless GG 
of real elan. This is the warmest site Oliver farms, perched above the 
house in Hohen-Sulzen and every year they refine their farming to help 
dial in the precision of the wine. 
 

6x75cl £200.00 

2020 Hipping, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Kühling-Gillot 
Honey mint and pomelo notes then below that, the complex purr of red 
slate and spontaneous fermentation. Less expressive than some this 
Hipping quietly draws you in with a calm complexity. On the palate this 
is multi-layered himself, with a savoury saline almost nobly bitter slate 
palate brushed with citrus, herb and rock salt nuances. A sense of self-
assurance. Love the texture and density matched to the calm drive and 
length. Serious stuff. 
 

6x75cl £235.00 

2020 Zellerweb am Schwarzen Herrgott, Grosses Gewächs, Battenfeld-
Spanier 
Quite introvert yet also intensely limestone scented with notes of zesty 
lime appearing with time. On the palate, this is all about cool fruit, but 
also reserve, with white currants and gooseberry over limestone. White 
fruits and lacy stones dominate the finish. One of the more backward 
wines in the range, this clearly needs a little bit of time to grow into 
itself, yet it is undeniably fine already. 
 

6x75cl £235.00 

2020 Pettenthal, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Kühling-Gillot 
Complex, smoky and spicy, with fine ripe creamy stone fruit alongside 
sweet grassy notes. This is highly sophisticated and really rather smart. 
Salt, red fruits, it's all so seamlessly put together. On the palate sleek 
slate flavours embrace notes of wild strawberry, mango skin and rock 
salt in this highly impressive, erudite and immaculately attired red slate 
GG. 
 

6x75cl £235.00 

2020 Frauenberg, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Battenfeld-Spanier 
This is wild and spontaneous and primal, from pepper, to smoke to very 
fine citrus spray and green apples. The palate plays with fine red fruit, a 
seam of stoniness and a sense of tension and chewiness. Finishing long 
and haunting, this is a GG with such a huge character - complexity but 
also great refinement and levity. Cool, stony yet also highly expressive. 
Top stuff. The vines here have very little topsoil before diving straight 
into limestone. Buffeted by wind from the Zellertal valley, sitting at 
280m above sea level, this is always the last vineyard to be harvested 
and the wines have an aromatic clarity that is startling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6x75cl £235.00 
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2020 Rothenberg, Riesling, Wurzelecht, Grosses Gewächs, Kühling-Gillot 
A step up the strong wild spontaneous road, yes amongst those notes 
there are fine citrus zest notes and also something almost floral. It's an 
incredibly multifaceted nose; you could sit smelling this for hours. As 
the wine hits the palate those wild ferment aromas make way for a 
seam of slate minerality, almost like a knife across the palate slicing a 
groove that is immediately filled with taut citrus herb and salt notes 
that stud the very long finish. Serious stuff already. A decade in the 
cellar should produce something pretty extraordinary. The ungrafted 
vines for this bottling were planted in the 1930s.  
 
Please note that the Wurzelecht GG sees an extra year in the cellar in 
bottle and will therefore be shipped in Autumn 2022. Only a few cases 
available.  
 

6x75cl £800.00 

“We think we have similar conditions to 

2002 – wines of pleasing ripeness but with 

good acidity and real character too.” 

 

Carolin Spanier-Gillot 
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“We produced a good vintage given the conditions in a really light and open style – we think it is just what people 

need this year!”, so said the young Rebholz brothers, and we fully agree. They described the harvest as being a year 

of two halves, with a dry and hot middle period. “We picked about 50% of the vineyards in the first 10 days of the 

harvest, in very similar conditions to 2019, but then the weather changed, and we got a bit of rain which allowed us 

to extend the harvest and produce wines with more power but also more elegance. For Weisser Burgunder we are not 

looking necessarily for super high acidity as Riesling has that covered but we do want elegant, rocky shell-limestone 

whites with a lot of minerality to offset the slightly higher alcohol vs Riesling. In that way, we decided to pick all the 

Pinot-family vineyards early and before the rains.” The team resumed with Rieslings after the rains had passed and 

note that the hydration produced more juice and helped to soften the grape skins, which was actually a good thing. 

“We think this is why they are perfectly balanced from this early stage compared to 2018 and 2019 which had more 

density and concentration.” Rebholz have produced a very elegant range of dry wines in 2020 which really capture 

the diverse soil types of the Pfalz. These are Rieslings with an almost Chablisienne character, being fine-boned, saline 

and incredibly pure. All the wines are raised exclusively in stainless steel in order to retain freshness and precision. 

Okonomierat-Rebholz 

2020 Riesling vom Rotliegenden, Trocken, Okonomierat Rebholz  
Grassy green herb and fine citrus notes give a sense of dancing, 
elegant, finesse - minerals that skip across the palate - as much of a 
change in pace in texture as in flavour. The individual terroir characters 
in these wines are so very clear. Over time the red Rotliegenden soils 
tend to display crisp berry fruit notes too. Today this is gorgeously open 
and interesting. A combination of plot and tank selection from the 
Kastanienbusch site. 
 

6x75cl £110.00 

2020 Riesling Im Muschelkalk, Trocken, Okonomierat Rebholz 
A combination of younger plots and declassified GG fruit from the 
limestone rich Im Sonnenschein vineyard. The Mushelkalk Trocken has a 
lovely chalky, salty quiver to the green apple, pink grapefruit and mint 
infused Riesling flavours. Terrifically expressive, touches of limestone 
character come through both in smoky aromas but also the way the 
stones grip the palate. A pithy grapefruit note commands the finish 
then releases into yellow fruit notes.   
 

6x75cl £110.00 

2020 Im Sonnenschein, Weisserburgunder, GG, Okonomierat Rebholz 
Pure shell limestone soils. Yellow fruits combined with stony aromas, 
touches of saffron and exotic spice. Great minerality across the palate 
provides definition to the fruit. With a long finish this feels really finely 
crafted, both intense but also elegant. The texture of the wine is 
threaded with extract and tannins. The Rebholz twins consider this the 
most Chablisienne wine in their range and certainly the intersection 
fruit and chalky minerality does support that. From vines over 30 years 
old. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6x75cl £260.00 
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2020 Ganzhorn, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Okonomierat Rebholz 
The gravel soils of Granzhorn produce wines with incredible clarity, “like 
a diamond” Valentin Rebholz remarked. Smelling like fine stones, this 
seems to have more energy and lift than the Kastanianbusch, with 
shimmering delicate minerality on the finish. Long and very fine; finesse 
and detail abound, animated, lifted, long weightless flavours that run 
from the citrus to the almost sparkly minerality. Terrific salinity and 
intensity without heft. A top-drawer GG. 
 

6x75cl £275.00 

2020 Kastanienbusch, Riesling, Grosses Gewächs, Okonomierat Rebholz 
The great Kastanienbusch vineyard rises from 150m above sea level to 
over 300m and is formed of red iron rich soils that are around 320 
million years old. It tends to produce complex powerful Riesling that is 
nevertheless transparent and full of energy. Aromas of smoky cherries, 
raspberry and red iron rich slate soils dominate this broad, open, 
multifaceted GG Riesling in 2020. The minerality here is salty and 
ferrous, the fruit both red, crunchy and littered with herbs and grasses. 
The finish pulsates with intensity – this is Riesling that tastes like little 
else in Germany. 

6x75cl £310.00 

“We produced a good vintage given the 

conditions in a really light and open style 

– we think it is just what people need this 

year!” 
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The Offer 

 
Our Standard Terms and Conditions apply- see www.justerinis.com for details 

All prices are per case In Bond- duty and VAT will apply on delivery or when the wines are taken out of Bond at the 
prevailing rate 

The wines are currently abroad and will not be shipped until the end of 2021 
All Delivery Orders under £300 inclusive of VAT will be subject to a delivery charge of £18 inc. VAT to mainland Great 

Britain - charges to NI and Islands are available on request 
Orders are for full cases only 
No further discounts apply 

 

 

To view the offer online please click here 

 

https://www.justerinis.com/en-primeur/germany/2020/

